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HEMSWORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  8913. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg'  to  submit;  to  you  my  Seventh  Annual  Report.  In  compiling 
the  same  I  have  as  nearly  as  possible  adhered  to  the  scheme 
suggested  in  the  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board.  From  the 
contents  of  the  report  and  the  tables  and  fig-ures  given,  you  will  see 
that  a  considerable  amount  of  additional  work  has  been  done  by 
your  officials,  more  particularly  in  relation  to  the  inspection  of 
houses  under  the  Housing-  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations. 
POPULATION  AND  BIRTH-RATE. 

The  population  estimated  in  the  usual  way  on  the  past  intercensal 
fig-ures,  works  out  at  45,300  which  I  should  say  is  rather  below  than 
above  the  mark,  Owing-  to  the  development  of  the  various  mining- 
industries  throug-hout  the  district,  the  population  continues  to  rapidly 
increase,  and  is  likley  to  do  so  at  an  even  greater  rate  in  the 
future. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  in  the  district  was  1,669 
giving-  a  birth-rate  of  3698  which  is  very  satisfactory,  and  as  usual 
is  greatly  in  advance  of  that  of  England  and  Wales  which  was 
only  23  9  during  the  past  year. 

The  death  returns  for  the  year  show  the  total  number  of  deaths 
registered  as  belonging  to  the  district  to  be  680,  giving  a  death- 
rate  of  1  5  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population,  which  is  not  so  good 
as  last  year,  but  is  still  below  the  average  of  15.7  for  the  previous 
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ten  years.  Of  the  total  of  680  deaths,  311,  or  nearly  half,  occurred 
under  two  years  of  age.  This  means  that  if  this  death-rate  is  to 
be  improved,  more  attention  needs  to  be  given  in  the  future  to  the 
care  and  health  of  the  great  number  of  children  and  infants 
amongst  our  population.  The  chief  causes  of  death,  apart  from  the 
infant  mortality  which  is  considered  separately,  were  Bronchitis  and 
Pneumonia  which  accounted  for  148,  Heart  Disease  38,  Death  by 
Violence  34  and  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  33.  These  causes  one 
would  naturally  expect  to  be  rather  high  in  a  mining  district,  the 
miners  working  down  the  pits  being  especially  liable  to  accidents 
and  to  diseases  ot  the  respiratory  system. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  total  nett  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  is  228,  giving  a 
death-rate  per  thousand  births  of  137.  This  is  not  so  satisfactory 
as  last  year  when  the  climatic  conditions  were  more  favourable 
but  at  the  same  time  shows  improvement  on  former  years,  the 
average  for  the  preceding  ten  years  being  15 1.  There  is  not 
doubt  that  this  figure  ought  to  be  much  lower,  the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  for  1953  being  only  109.  I  feel  sure  the 
problem  can  best  be  met  by  appointing  more  Health  Visitors  to 
visit  and  instruct  the  mothers,  bv  gradually  gettingrid  of  the  present 
unsatisfactory  privy  middens,  and  by  the  introduction  of  the  water- 
closet  system. 

A  study  of  the  causes  of  deaths  of  infants  reveals  the  following 
facts.  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  accounted  for  56  of  the  deaths, 
although  these  are  not  altogether  preventible,  at  the  same  time 
a  great  deal  can  be  done  by  skilled  nursing  and  I  should  like  to 
see  still  more  District  Nurses  appointed  throughout  the  district  to 
aid  in  this  work. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  accounted  for  60  deaths.  Much  of  this 
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mortality  might  be  prevented  if  the  mothers  had  more  knowledge 
of  the  proper  feeding  and  care  of  their  infants.  Most  useful  work 
is  being  done  towards  this  end  by  the  two  Health  Visitors,  but  the 
work,  as  1  reported  last  year  cannot  be  adequately  performed  by 
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the  present  number.  Owing-  to  the  scattered  nature  of  the  district, 
it  is  impossible  for  them  to  visit  the  cases  sufficiently  often  to  see 
that  their  advice  and  instructions  are  being-  carried  out. 

Forty  deaths  were  caused  by  premature  birth.  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  a  great  many  of  these  deaths  are  preventible  if 
expectant  mothers  could  be  taught  to  realise  the  importance  of 
attending*  to  their  g-eneral  health  at  these  times  and  taking-  the 
necessary  precautions  to  ensure  their  having-  healthy  and  fully 
developed  babies. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

The  total  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases 
was  i  1 7,  giving-  a  death-rate  per  thousand  of  2.6,  which  is  about  the 
average,  although  considerably  higher  than  last  year.  This  may 
be  accounted  for  partly  by  the  fact  that  in  a  mining  district  such 
as  this  there  is  a  large  population  of  young  children  and  the 
people  are  constantly  moving  in  and  out  of  the  district  and  so 
cases  are  imported  from  neighbouring  towns  and  infection  is  rapidly 
spread. 

Scarlet  Fever.  The  total  number  of  cases  notified  during 
the  year  was  106, two  of  which  ended  fatally.  AtGreat  Houghton 
the  disease  was  very  prevalent  in  September  but  did  not  assume 
alarming  proportions.  Throughout  the  rest  of  the  district  cases 
appeared  at  intervals  but  not  in  epidemic  form,  the  chief  number 
coming  from  Hemsworth  40  cases,  South  Elmsall  19,  Great  Houghton 
18,  and  South  Kirkby  7.  All  the  cases  were  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  at  Brierley  Common  and  the  houses  disinfected. 

Diphtheria.  There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number 
of  cases  of  this  disease  notified  during  the  year,  making  a  total 
of  78  cases  altogether,  with  5  deaths.  The  chief  outbreak  was 
at  Brierley,  numbering  10  cases  and  was  found  to  be  due  to  the 
defective  state  of  the  drains  at  the  Church  Schools.  The  school 
was  closed  and  the  drains  thoroughly  overhauled  and  the  outbreak 
speedily  came  to  an  end.  71  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  the 
Hospital.  On  several  occasions  use  has  been  made  of  the 
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Diphtheria  Antitoxin  kept  for  the  Council  by  the  chemists  tor  use 
in  urgent  cases. 

Enteric  Fever.  Eight  cases  only  of  this  disease  were  notified, 
one  of  which  proved  fatal.  They  were  distributed  as  follows: — 5 
at  South  Kirkby,  one  at  Hemsworth,  one  at  Ackworth  and  one 
at  North  Elmsall. 

Measles  has  not  been  so  prevalent  this  year,  nor  so  severe  in 
type  as  in  former  years,  only  15  of  the  cases  proving’  fatal. 
Moorthorpe  experienced  an  outbreak  in  May  which  necessitated 
school  closure  and  Great  Houghton  had  a  similar  attack  in 
November. 

Whooping  Cough.  There  were  outbreaks  of  this  disease  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year  at  South  Kirkby,  Moorthorpe  and  Ryhill 
amongst  the  school  children,  necessitating  the  schools  being  closed. 
The  cases  were  mostly  of  a  mild  nature,  but  there  were  6  cases 
which  ended  fatally. 

1 

Phthisis.  82  cases  of  Phthisis  were  notified  this  year  as 
compared  with  48  cases  last  year.  54  of  the  cases  occurred 
between  the  ages  of  15  and  45  years  and  33  ended  fatally.  These 
figures  bring  out  the  fact  that  the  disease  commonly  appears  in 
people  in  the  prime  of  life  at  a  time  when  they  are  possibly 
married  and  have  many  depending  upon  them  and  also  the 
tendency  to  a  fatal  conclusion  as  shown  by  the  33  deaths.  The 
cases  were  chiefly  distributed  as  follows  : — 33  at  Hemsworth,  15 
at  Ackworth,  13  at  South  Kirkby,  4  at  Great  Houghton  and 
Brierley  respectively  and  only  3  at  South  Elmsall  which  is  rather 
remarkable  considering  the  size  of  its  population.  The  great 
preponderance  of  cases  at  Hemsworth  may  be  accounted  for  I 
think  by  the  facilities  for  the  detection  of  early  cases  afforded  by 
the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary.  I  have  no  doubt  more  cases  would  be 
found  at  South  Elmsall  if  a  Dispensary  were  established  there. 

During  the  year  a  great  advance  has  been  made  in  the 
treatment  and  prevention  of  consumption.  Owing  to  the  publicity 
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given  to  the  seriousness  of  this  disease,  people  are  now  recognizing 
the  importance  of  attacking  it  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
The  facilities  towards  this  end  offered  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary  at  Hemsworth  have  been  greatly  appreciated  and 
the  work  done  there  has  been  a  great  success.  This  I  think  would 
have  been  still  greater  if  better  means  for  reaching  the  dispensary 
from  outlying'  districts  could  be  adopted  so  that  people  living  4  or 
5  miles  from  Hemsworth  could  avail  themselves  of  the  treatment  in 
greater  numbers.  A  branch  dispensary  at  South  Elmsall  I  am 
sure  would  be  very  useful  and  would  be  available  for  the  large 
population  there  and  at  Moorthorpe  and  South  Kirkby. 

All  cases  after  being  notified  are  visited  and  advised  to  attend 
the  dispensary  and  are  provided  with  spitting  flasks  and  given  full 
instructions  how  to  avoid  infecting'  others,  etc.  A  full  report  of 
the  condition  of  their  house  is  forwarded  to  the  County  Authorities 
and  if  domiciliary  treatment  is  advocated  the  question  of  a  shelter 
is  considered  if  there  is  a  suitable  position  for  it. 

Whilst  so  much  is  being  accomplished  for  the  early  cases,  little 
so  far  has  been  done  for  the  very  advanced  cases  which  in  my 
opinion  are  equally  important  as  they  are  so  frequently  the  cause 
of  spreading  the  disease  especially  in  the  case  of  married  people 
with  families. 

The  isolation  of  these  cases  is  a  very  difficult  problem,  as 
naturally  with  no  prospect  of  a  cure  being'  effected  these  people 
are  loth  to  leave  their  houses. 

The  Sanatorium  at  Brierley  Gap  has  had  a  successful  year’s 
work  the  beds  being  fully  occupied,  chiefly  by  insured  persons  sent 
by  the  West  Riding  and  the  Barnsley  Insurance  Committees.  As 
will  be  seen  by  the  results  which  I  have  roughly  classified  most 
of  the  patients  have  benefitted  considerably  by  the  treatment,  in 
addition  to  the  educational  advantage  of  such  a  course  of  treatment. 
The  average  stay  at  the  sanatorium  was  12  weeks. 

The  total  number  of  cases  admitted  since  the  Sanatorium  was 
opened  in  October  19 1 1,  was  56.  The  result  of  the  treatment  and 
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condition  on  discharge  may  be  roughly  stated  as  follows:— 

16  were  able  to  return  to  work  (disease  arrested). 

1 8  were  able  to  do  light  work  and  were  much  improved  (no 
active  signs  of  disease). 

7  were  unable  to  work  but  were  in  much  better  health. 

2  were  discharged  after  a  short  stay  as  unsuitable  cases  for  the 
treatment. 

2  exchanged  to  other  sanatoriums. 

n  were  still  under  treatment  and  doing  well. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

185  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Hospital  during  the  year,  106 
being  scarlet  fever  cases,  71  diphtheria  and  8  enteric  fever. 

In  spite  of  the  increasing'  population  which  the  hospital  has  to 
serve,  the  accommodation  provided  has  been  sufficient  to  meet  all 
demands  but  not  as  was  hoped  to  provide  an  isolation  block  for 
advanced  cases  of  phthisis.  Shelters  were  obtained  with  this  in 
view,  but  up  to  the  present  it  has  not  been  found  practicable  to 
make  use  of  them  for  that  purpose. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  during  the  year  has  been  satisfactory.  Ex¬ 
tensions  have  been  carried  out  at  South  Kirkby,  South  Elmsall 
Ackworth  and  Grimethorpe. 

Practically  all  the  houses  have  a  properly  piped  supply  laid  on 
to  them  and  the  water  is  satisfactory  both  for  drinking  and 
domestic  purposes. 

In  the  country  villages,  wells  and  springs  are  made  use  of 
which  from  time  to  time  come  under  the  observation  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

Sewers  and  Outfall  Works  are  provided  for  all  the  populous 
parts  of  the  district  and  are  extended  as  required  the  chief  exten¬ 
sions  during  the  year  being  at  Grimethorpe.  Owing  to  the  in¬ 
creasing  population  at  South  Elmsall  the  sewerage  works  have  been 


severely  taxed  and  plans  have  been  g'ot  out  for  increasing  their 
capacity  to  meet  with  any  extra  demand  made  on  them  in  the  future. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

There  is  a  steady  improvement  in  the  closet  accommodation  of 
the  district  although  it  is  still  mainly  of  the  covered  privy  midden 
type.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  time  these  will  be  [gradually 
done  away  with  and  replaced  by  the  water  carriage  system.  All 
new  houses  are  now  built  with  water  closets,  the  total  number 
constructed  for  new  houses  being  365  and  38  old  privies  have 
been  converted  into  water  closets  making  the  total  number  of 
water  closets  in  the  district  1202. 

SCAVENGING. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  few  serious  complaints  and 
the  work  on  the  whole  has  been  more  satisfactorily  carried  out  by 
the  various  contractors  under  the  constant  supervision  of  the  Inspec¬ 
tors.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  work  is  much  better  done  by  the 
Council’s  own  men  and  under  their  direct  control  and  supervision. 
It  is  proposed  to  adopt  this  plan  at  South  Kirkby  and  South  Elmsall 
wihere  it  is  most  necessary  on  account  of  the  large  population  and 
importance  of  the  work  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view. 

NUISANCE  INSPECTORS. 

Attached  to  this  report  are  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors.  From  the  contents  of  their  reports  it  will  be  seen  that 
most  useful  work  has  been  done  in  dealing  with  and  abating 
various  nuisances  connected  with  drains,  privy  middens,  and  back 
yards,  and  also  in  connection  with  inspection  of  houses  under  the 
Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act.  The  milk  supply  of  the  district 
is  under  their  supervision,  39  samples  beingsubmitted  for  analysis, 
two  prosecutions  being  taken  and  the  defendants  fined. 

It  will  be  noticed 'also  that  the  slaughter  houses  are  kept 
under  supervision  and  regularly  inspected  and  in  consequence  the 
Condition  of  these  premises  has  greatly  improved. 
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HOUSING. 

Within  recent  years  the  question  of  the  housing-  of  the  people 
has  become  increasing  ly  prominent  and  the  importance  of  suitable 
and  proper  houses  for  the  working-classes  realised,  and  in 
consequence  the  Local  Government  Board  are  bringing  pressure 
to  bear  on  all  Local  Authorities  to  deal  efficiently  with  the 
problem.  From  the  figures  appended  below  it  will  be  seen  that 
a  great  deal  more  work  has  been  done  this  year  than  formerly 
and  that  a  great  many  of  the  defective  houses  have  been  satisfact¬ 
orily  repaired  and  improved  and  the  insanitary  and  dilapidated 
ones  made  fit  for  human  habitation. 

This  unfortunately  does  not  touch  the  pressing  problem  of  the 
scarcity  of  houses  which  undoubtedly  still  exists  in  the  district  as 
I  have  reported  in  my  last  3  Annual  Reports.  As  a  result,  many 
houses,  especially  in  Hemsworth,  South  Kirkby  and  South  Elmsall, 
contain  two  families  in  one  house,  one  family  occupying  the  front 
room  and  one  the  back,  which  is  a  most  undesirable  state  of 
things  and  opposed  to  the  best  interests  of  the  health  of  the 
district.  In  a  district  of  this  nature  where  a  large  familv  is  the 
rule  rather  than  the  exception,  overcrowding  results  or,  if,  as  is 
sometimes  the  case,  lodgers  are  also  taken  in.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  question  of  rents,  which  are  high  in  the  district,  have  to 
be  taken  into  consideration  causing  two  families  to  occupy  one 
house  and  so  share  the  rent  although  at  the  same  time  the  majority 
would  take  a  house  for  themselves  if  houses  were  available. 

Building  operations  have  been  rather  more  active  this  year, 
368  new  houses  being  built  as  compared  with  3  18  last  year.  The 
chief  jCentres  of  activity  were  Hemsworth,  South  Elmsall  and 
South  Kirkby  and  Moorthorpe,  the  type  of  house  being  working- 
class  dwellings  built  of  red  brick.  The  following  are  the 
particulars  of  the  number  of  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing 
Town  Planning  Etc.  Act  and  Inspection  of  District  Regulations : — - 
UNDER  SECTION  15  OF  THE  ACT. 

124  houses  found  not  reasonably  fit  for  habitation. 

129  houses  for  which  notices  were  given  to  execute  works. 

126  houses  for  which  notices  were  complied  with. 


UNDER  SECTION  17  OF  THE  ACT. 

3  houses  found  totally  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

69  houses  were  reported  to  the  Council  as  being*  unfit  for 
habitation. 

89  houses  were  made  fit  for  habitation  without  closing 
orders. 

5  closing*  orders  were  issued  during  the  year  and  the 
total  number  of  houses  inspected  under  the  Act  and  Regulations 
was  231. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

The  workshops  and  factories  are  visited  and  inspected  at 
intervals  and  there  is  nothing  of  interest  to  record.  I  have 
forwarded  the  usual  tabular  report  to  the  Home  Office. 

MIDWIVES  ACT. 

The  midwives  of  the  district  are  under  the  control  and  super¬ 
vision  of  the  County  Authorities,  and  their  work  has  with  one  or 
two  exceptions  been  carried  out  satisfactorily  and  they  have 
complied  with  the  regulations  under  the  Notification  of  Births 
Act.  Since  the  Insurance  Act  came  into  force  this  work  has 
become  more  remunerative  and  should  now  attract  younger  women 
to  take  up  the  work  to  replace  those  who  are  getting*  past  their 
work. 

Only  3  cases  of  puerperal  fever  were  notified  in  the  district, 
two  of  which  ended  fatally. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  district  is  now  well  served  in  the  matter  of  schools,  the 
the  majority  of  them  being*  of  the  more  modern  type  and  leaves 
nothing  to  be  desired.  Medical  school  inspection  continues  to  do 
good  work  in  calling  the  attention  of  the  'parents  to  the  various 
ailments  and  defects  of  the  children.  Unfortunately  the  parents 
do  not  sufficiently  realise  the  importance  of  having  these  defects 
remedied  and  do  not  take  full  advantage  of  the  advice  given.  To 
get  this  done  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  the  cases  followed 


up 
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by  school  nurses,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  see  that  these  matters 
are  attended  to. 

I  think  this  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  as  a  child  cannot  be 
expected  to  to  grow  up  healthy  and  strong-  whose  constitution  is 
being-  gradually  undermined  by  decayed  teeth,  enlarged  tonsils 
and  adenoids  etc.,  nor  can  it  take  full  advantage  of  the 
education  offered.  School  inspection  is  also  the  means  of 
bringing  to  light  many  cases  of  incipient  phthisis  and  early 
tubercular  glands, 

CONCLUSION. 

In  addition  to  the  tables  attached  to  this  report  I  have  supplied 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  and  County  Council  further 
elaborate  tables  of  vital  statistics  and  Table  “C  ”  which  contains 
all  details  of  the  work  of  the  year  in  a  tabulated  form  for  the  use 
of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

On  the  whole  I  think  the  report  shows  that  steady  progress 
has  been  made  and  that  an  increased  amount  of  work  has  been 
carried  out  for  the  improvement  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
district,  although  much  remains  to  be  done.  More  particularly 
during  the  coming  year  it  will  be  necessary  to  give  your  attention 
and  further  consideration  to  the  housing  question,  the  improvement 
of  the  infantile  mortality  rate  and  the  prevention  and  treatment  of 
tuberculosis  in  all  its  forms.  Finally  I  am  glad  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  acknowledging  the  courtesy  and  support  the  Council 
have  always  afforded  me  and  also  the  help  and  consideration 
shown  to  me  by  my  fellow  officials. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  P.  WILTSHIRE. 


Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  No.  1  District. 


Gentlemen, 

I  respectfully  submit  my  report  of  the  Sanitary  work  done 
for  the  year  ended  1913. 

List  of  Nuisances  found  and  abated,  arising  from  — 


Defective  privy  middens  ... 
„  leaking- drains  ... 


W.C.’s 


.,  spouting,  causing  dampness 
Cellar  Flooded 

Obstructed  drains,  gullies  and  inspection 
chambers 

Offensive  accumulations  ... 

Overcrowding 
Broken  inspection  chambers 
,,  ventilation  shafts  ... 

Nuisances  from  fowl  and  animal  keeping 
,,  in  hand  at  end  of  Dec.  1913  ... 
Informal  notices  served 
Statutory  „  „ 

Insanitary  yards  paved 

Drains  relaid  with  chambers  etc  ... 

Sink  wastes  disconnected  ... 

„  trapped  and  shoes  affixed  ... 
Privies  reconstructed 

,,  converted  into  W.C’s. 


DISINFECTION. 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  after  infectious  diseases 
„  ,,  „  „  phthisis 

,,  schools  and  institutions  disinfected  ... 


1 10 

5 
7 

18 

9 

104 

7 

H 

7 

6 

10 
27 

238 

5i 

22 

4 

1 

29 

2 

1 2 


117 
14 
1 1 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1899. 


24  samples  of  milk  were  purchased  for  analysis;  3  were 
adulterated  and  1  was  below  the  standard  in  fat.  Prosecutions 
were  taken  in  two  cases  and  both  defendants  convicted  and  fined 
£3  and  £1  and  costs. 

WATER. 

Three  samples  were  taken  for  analysis.  1  sample  of  the 
Great  Houghton  supply  taken  at  Low  Valley  was  not  satisfactory. 
The  Public  Analyst  in  his  certificate  stated  that  “  impurities 


probably  to  some  extent  of  human  origin  are  percolating-  through 
but  are  undergoing  complete  decomposition  in  percolation.” 

Analysis  of  samples  a  few  times  during  the  coming  year  would 
be  interesting  to  ascertain  if  the  filtering  medium  is  doing  its  work, 
i  well  at  Great  Houghton  has  been  closed  as  unfit. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

The  29  slaughter  houses  have  been  visited  1,140  times  during 
the  year.  1,560  beasts  were  slaughtered,  4  were  found  totally 
unfit  for  food,  making  a  total  of  1  ton  1  cwt.  of  meat  delivered  up  as 
unfit  for  food.  About  22  lbs.  of  foreign  meat  was  also  surrendered 
for  destruction.  Taking  into  consideration  the  large  number  of 
beasts  slaughtered,  the  amount  destroyed  speaks  well  for  soundness 
and  quality.  Under  the  TuberculosisjOrder  of  1913,3  beasts  were 
slaughtered  after  the  tuberculin  test  had  been  applied ;  all  three 
were  sent  to  the  knacker’s  yard,  and  the  cowsheds  disinfected  and 
cleansed. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  two,  viz.,  tripe  boilers.  Alterations  were  carried  out 
at  both  places,  a  new  floor  in  one  boiling  place,  a  new  plant  and 
improved  drainage  were  affixed  at  the  other  place.  Regular 
inspection  was  carried  out,  no  diseased  bellies,  feet  or  udders  were 
detected,  a  good  standard  of  cleanliness  is  maintained. 

COWSHEDS  AND  MILK  SUPPLY. 

I  made  68  inspections  of  cowsheds,  dairies  etc.,  and  found  them 
kept  clean  and  wholesome.  One  new  cowshed  was  built  and  one 
reconstructed  on  hygienic  lines.  The  work  of  reconstructing  by 
providing  new  floors,  additional  light  and  ventilation  to  3  others 
will  be  done  this  spring. 

No  infectious  disease  was  traceable  to  any  milk  supply. 

LODGING  HOUSES. 

3  in  the  district,  they  have  been  kept  clean  and  wholesome  in 
the  past  pear.  Weekly  visits  are  paid  and  they  are  never  dis¬ 
orderly. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

28  visits  were  paid  to  workshops  and  bakehouses  and  ail 
were  found  satisfactory. 


1 3 


SCAVENGING. 

The  scavenging-  of  the  districts,  except  one,  was  done 
satisfactorily.  I  strongly  recommended  you  in  December,  1913  to 
divide  Grimethorpe  scavenging  into  two  areas.  In  my  Annual 
Report  of  1912,  I  drew  your  attention  to  the  laxity  here  and  I 
feel  confident  that  the  suggested  division  will  enable  us  to  get  the 
work  better  done. 

HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT  1909. 

14 1  Houses  have  been  inspected. 

1  Closing  Order. 

45  repaired  (under  the  P.H.A.  1875). 

4  inspected,  without  any  defects  found. 

7  inspected  under  National  Insurance  Act.  (S.B.3) 

The  work  of  repairing  55  others  is  in  hand. 

The  houses  inspected  were  situate  at : — Hemsworth  64,  Great 

Houghton  2,  Little  Houghton  2,  Shafton  24,  South  Hiendley  6, 

Ryhill  1 7,  and  Brierley  26.  Repairs  were  carried  out,  such  as 

additional  ventilation,  lighting,  defective  roofs,  spouting,  paving 

of  yard,  plastering  ceilings  and  walls,  and  r  epairs  to  fireplaces  floors 

and  drainage  of  cellars  and  yards. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

THOMAS  SMITH  FINN, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  No.  2  District. 

Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  December 


31st,  1913. 

Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  133 

Statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  35 

Detailed  list  of  nuisances  abated — 

Back  yards  paved  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Privies  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Ashpits  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Open  ashpits  covered  in  ...  .  16 

Privies  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Ashpits  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 


Privies  converted  into  W.C’s.  ...  ...  17 

Privies  converted  into  pail  closets  ...  1 

New  water  closets  built  (additional)  ...  6 

New  sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  52 

Sink  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  26 

Houses  drained  where  none  existed  ...  9 

Houses  redrained  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Blocked  drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  85 

Cellars  drained  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Fall  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ....  26 

Defective  house  roofs  repaired  ...  ...  9 

Defective  house  floors  repaired  ...  ...  6 

Defective  spouting  ...  ...  ...  4 

Offensive  accumulations  ...  ...  ...  39 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Poultry  kept  in  back  yards  ...  ...  7 

DISINFECTION. 

No  of  houses  disinfected 
No  of  schools  disinfected 

SAMPLES  FOR  ANALYSIS. 


96 

1 1 


Samples  of  milk  (all  genuine)  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Samples  of  water  for  chemical  analysis  ...  ...  ...  4 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

About  90  lbs  of  mutton,  also  3  cows  suffering  from  tubercle, 
were  destroyed. 

COWSHEDS. 

I  made  45  inspections  of  cowsheds  and  found  that  as  a  whole 
they  were  fairly  well  kept  and  clean. 


HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT. 

Number  of  houses  inspected...  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

„  „  „  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  86 

„  „  „  put  in  habitable  order  ...  ...  ...  58 

„  ,,  „  in  hands  of  builders  in  various  stages  of 

completion  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Number  of  houses  ordered  to  be  closed  ...  ...  ...  2 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

There  are  5  bakehouses  which  on  inspection  were  found 
satisfactory,  as  also  were  9  workshops  and  one  out  workers 
premises. 

I  any,  yours  obediently, 

JOSEPH  WHITHAM, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


TABLE  i. 

Vital  Statistics  for  1913  and  previous  years, 


Total  Births. 

Number.  Rate 

Nett  Deaths. 

Number.  Rate. 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate. 

Zymotic 

Death 

Rate. 

I9°3 

1044 

40. 1 

435 

16.7 

160 

2.6 

1904 

1 1 14 

40  9 

489 

17.9 

148 

33 

1905 

1 106 

38.8 

43° 

151 

129 

2.0 

1906 

1 148 

37-o 

421 

13.6 

^39 

2.7 

1 9°7 

1056 

32.2 

5H 

1 5  7 

160 

2.9 

1908 

1 180 

34.1 

493 

i4-3 

152 

2.1 

1909 

1300 

35-6 

5i8 

1 4.2 

1 24 

1.7 

1910 

1409 

38  9 

593 

i5-4 

1 43 

2.0 

1 9 1 1 

1510 

37-i 

67 1 

16.4 

171 

4-5 

1912 

1642 

38-3 

S36 

12-5 

1 1  r 

Average  | 

for 

1251 

37-3 

5io 

15.2 

144 

2-5 

10  years. 

j 

1913 

1669 

36.8 

680 

15.0 

137 

2.6 
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TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infeetious  Disease  notified  in  1913. 


Notified  at 
different  ages. 


C/3 

V 

be 

cj 


78 

34 

106 
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Small  Pox 
Cholera 

Diphtheria  (including 
Membranous  Croup) 
Erysipelas 
Scarlet  Fever 
Typhus  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Relapsing  Fever 
Continued  Fever 
Puerperal  Fever 
Tuberculosis  — 

Pulmonary  ...  82 
Other  Forms  ...  30 

Totals  ...  341 
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•  •  9 

30 

•  «  • 

•  •  • 

1 

46 

®  ♦  • 

•  •  • 

25 

•  •  • 

7i 

.  * . 

1 1 

23 

.  .  . 

•  •  ® 

•  •  • 

... 

66 

40 

66 

40 

106 

•  •  • 

1 

7 

•  • » 

1 

•  •  • 

7 

•  #  • 

8 

e  0 

... 

3 

49 

33  , 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

18 

12 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•• 

196 

145 

1  r3 

f2 

185 

TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of  Death,  1913. 


CAUSE. 

Deaths  at  all 
ages. 

Under  1  year. 

1  and  under  2 

2  and  under  <; 

5  and  under  1 «; 

1 5  and  under  215 

'e* 

fi 

• 

P 

'■a 

a 

U-J 

0 

VO 

i-, 

<v 

G 

G 

'■a 

r-* 

cS 

»~n 

rt- 

65  and  upwards. 

Totals. 

Western 

Eastern 

Enteric  Fever 

i 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

I 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

Small  Pox 

Measles 

15 

2 

4 

9 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

1 1 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

6 

2 

4 

•  •  . 

•  »  » 

«  •  ■ 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

3 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

5 

•  •  • 

l 

1 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

2 

Influenza 

9 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

*  •  » 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

8 

1 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tubercul- 

osis) 

33 

•  »  • 

0  *  « 

1 

2 

1  1 

I  2 

7 

•  •  • 

13 

20 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

9 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

5 

4 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

19 

3 

10 

2 

1 

1 

I 

1 

M 

5 

Rheumatic  Fever 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

26 

»  •  . 

•  •  • 

9  •  • 

0  » • 

5 

14 

7 

15 

1 1 

Meningitis 

7 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

•  • . 

•  •  • 

3 

4 

Bronchitis 

79 

34 

10 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  ■ 

1 

15 

16 

55 

24 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

69 

22 

17 

3 

8 

1 

6 

7 

5 

30 

39 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory 

organs 

7 

1 

.  , 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

2 

0 

0 

4 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

88 

60 

20 

3 

«  •  - 

5 

34 

54 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

"> 

.  •  . 

•  •  . 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Alcoholism 

1 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

6 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

2 

6 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

1 : 

•  •  . 

1 

•  •  • 

3 

5 

2 

7 

4 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

•  1  1 

•  • 

•  •  • 

... 

2 

2 

•  *  « 

Other  accidents  and  diseases 

of  Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • . 

1 

1 

•  •  . 

•  •  ♦ 

2 

Congenital  Debility  &  Malform- 

ation,  includingPrematureBirth 

77 

76 

1 

•  •  . 

... 

•  •  • 

44 

33 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 

Suicide 

34 

5 

3 

j 

5 

5 

8 

5 

2 

21 

13 

Suicides 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

38 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

1 

4 

L3 

17 

24 

14 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

1 3 1 

2 1 

9 

3 

7 

6 

9 

49, 

79 

52 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown 

•  •  • 

1 

'Totals 

58o 

228 

83! 

34 

33 

3i 

! 

1  '~n 

102 

I  12 

l38o!3oo 

Cases  notified 


Township. 


A  ck  worth 

Badsworth 

Brierley 

Great  Houghton 
Hamphall  Stubbs 
H  avercroft 
Hems  worth 
Hessle  &  Hill  Top 
Huntwick,  Foulby 
and  Nostell 
Kirk  Smeaton 
Little  Houghton 
Little  Smeaton 
North  Elmsall 
RyhiU 
Shafton 
South  Elmsall 
South  Hiendlev 

j 

South  Kirkby 
Skelbrook 
Thorp  Audlin 
Upton 

Walden  Stubbs 
West  Hardwick 
Wintersett 


19 

TABLE  V. 

in  each  Township  du 

'Tl  Cl, 

G  3 


CTj  O 

OJ 

X 

.5  CJ 

C/2 

> 

<u 

0 

v  . 

CTj 

fa 1 

fa 

era 

CU 

O, 

+j 

C 

0 

UC  g 

fa  5 

*c/2 

u, 

ctf 

fa 

CO 

0 

Qg 

w 

<u 

If) 

- 

»  •  • 

8 

9 

6 

- 

... 

. . . 

2 

- 

•  •  • 

13 

1 

I 

- 

8 

2 

18 

- 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

- 

24 

7 

:  a 
c 

1 

- 

.  .  . 

. .  . 

2 

- 

•  .  « 

3 

- 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

•  09 

I 

- 

5 

6 

19 

- 

-  .  . 

•  •  • 

I 

- 

16 

8 

7 

- 

•  •  • 

1 

- 

i 

l 

2 

- 

... 

•  •  • 

X  106 


ing  the  year  1913 


i— 1 

<u 

> 

<u 

fa 

CU 

> 

CU 

fa 

C/5 

C J 

5— < 

C/5 

a 

0  r— « 

cu 

</) 

CU 

L-t 

a, 

u 

*  r— 4 

«3 

c 

fa 

0 

fan 

W 

fa 

fa 

H 

a  •  • 

1 

3V 

» •  • 

I 

3 

4 

19 

I 

4 

33 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

. . . 

. 

. . . 

I 

3 

1 

2 

33 

107 

. . . 

•  •  0 

•  •  « 

• 

... 

wee 

... 

1 

.  •  . 

•  •  * 

2 

4 

7 

. . . 

1 

t 

2 

•  •  * 

2 

2 

•  .  . 

1 

5 

3 

33 

... 

i 

5 

1 3 

49 

•  •  • 

.  •  - 

•  •  • 

. . . 

1 

r 

•  •  • 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

«  «  • 

Total 


•  •  • 


78 


8  ^  82311 


20 


TABLE  VI 

Cases  admitted  to  Isolation  Hospitals  during  1913. 


Township. 

Small-pox 

Diphtheria 

(  I 

Scarlet  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 

Total 

Ackworth 

- 

6 

6 

1 

'3 

Badsworth 

- 

•  •  « 

2 

.  .  . 

2 

Brierley 

- 

1 

♦  •  . 

14 

Great  Houghton 

- 

8 

17 

25 

Hamphall  Stubbs 

- 

•  •  • 

•  ®  • 

.  .  . 

.  •  • 

Havercroft 

- 

•  -  • 

2 

2 

Hemsworth 

- 

22 

44 

1 

67 

Hessle  and  Hill  Top 

- 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

•  •  . 

Huntwick,  Foulby  and  Nostell  - 

*  •  » 

•  •  ® 

.  •  . 

•  .  - 

Kirk  Smeaton  - 

-  -  ■ 

0  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Little  Houghton 

•  •  . 

2 

2 

Little  Smeaton  - 

. 

•  «  • 

... 

•  .  • 

.  . 

North  Elmsall  - 

_ 

•  •  ® 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  t  • 

Ryhill 

- 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  m  • 

•  •  • 

Shafton 

- 

3 

I 

4 

South  Elmsall  - 

- 

5 

20 

I 

26 

South  Hiendley- 

- 

•  •  * 

1 

«  •  • 

1 

South  Kirkby  - 

- 

13 

8 

5 

26 

Skelbrook 

- 

1 

•  •  • 

,  , , 

I 

Thorpe  Audlin  - 

- 

1 

•  •  • 

I 

Upton 

- 

... 

•  •  • 

Walden  Stubbs 

- 

•  •  • 

... 

West  Hardwick 

- 

•  •  • 

Wintersett 

-  •  • 

.  . 

.  . 

Total  Cases  Isolated 

7i 

106 

8 

185 

Deaths  in  Hospital  : 

Membranous  Croup,  i.  Diphtheria,  i.  Scarlet  Fever,  3. 


